
 

A hysterosalpingogram (HSG) is a radiologic 

procedure performed to show the anatomy of the 

fallopian tubes and uterine cavity to determine if 

their appearance is normal. The procedure is often 

performed to find out if the fallopian tubes are 

open and unobstructed. HSG is often requested 

by a doctor as part of a fertility exam but is not 

itself a fertility test.  HSG can reveal abnormalities 

of the uterus as well as tubal complications such as 

blockage and dilation (hydrosalpinx). If sterilization 

reversal is planned, the point at which the tubes 

are blocked can be seen. This helps to plan the 

reconstructive process. 

If the tubes are not blocked by scar tissue or 

adhesions, the dye will flow into the abdominal 

cavity. This is a good sign, but it does not guarantee 

that the tubes will function normally. It does give a 

rough estimate of the quality of the tubal structure 

and the status of the tubal lining.

An HSG may also identify endometrial polyps, uterine 

fibroids, intrauterine adhesions (scar tissue inside 

the uterus) or uterine cavity abnormalities. The exam 

may or may not be able to detect pelvic adhesions, 

small polyps, endometriosis, partial blockage of 

the fallopian tube or other abnormalities. 
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 AUSTIN CENTER BOULEVARD 
6818 Austin Center Boulevard 
Suite 101 
Austin, TX 78731 
(512) 795-8505

 CEDAR PARK & 
CEDAR PARK WOMEN’S IMAGING 
12800 W. Parmer Lane 
Suite 200 
Cedar Park, TX 78613 
(512) 485-7199

 CHILDREN’S IMAGING CENTER 
1301 Barbara Jordan Blvd. 
Suite 104 
Austin, TX 78723 
(512) 480-0761

 DRIPPING SPRINGS  
170 Benney Lane, #101 
Suite 101 
Dripping Springs, TX 78620

 GEORGETOWN 
3201 S. Austin Avenue 
Suite 105 
Georgetown, TX 78626 
(512) 863-4648 or 
(512) 519-3441

 KYLE &  
KYLE WOMEN’S IMAGING 
4211 Benner Road, Suite 100 
Kyle, TX 78640 
(512) 776-1150

 MEDICAL PARK TOWER 
1301 W. 38th Street 
Suite 118 
Austin, TX 78705 
(512) 454-7380

 MIDTOWN I 
901 W. 38th Street 
Suite 100 
Austin, TX 78705 
(512) 519-3456

 QUARRY LAKE 
4515 Seton Center Parkway 
Suite 105 
Austin, TX 78759 
(512) 519-3402

 ROCK CREEK PLAZA 
2120 N. Mays 
Suite 220 
Round Rock, TX 78664 
(512) 238-7195

 SAN MARCOS 
1348 B Texas 123 South 
San Marcos, TX 78666 
(512) 392-1831 or 
(888) 261-2149

 SOUTHWEST MEDICAL VILLAGE 
5625 Eiger Road 
Suite 165 
Austin, TX 78735 
(512) 519-3475

 SOUTHWOOD 
1701 W. Ben White Boulevard  
Suite 170 
Austin, TX 78704 
(512) 428-9090

 WESTLAKE 
5656 Bee Caves Road 
Building H, Suite 200 
Austin, TX 78746 
(512) 328-4984

 WILLIAM CANNON 
2501 W. William Cannon Drive 
Building 5 
Austin, TX 78745 
(512) 346-7311

 WILSON PARKE
 11714 Wilson Parke Ave.
 Suite 175 

Austin, TX 78726
 (512) 519-3457

 WOMEN’S IMAGING CENTER - 
CENTRAL 
1600 W. 38th Street 
Suite 100 
Austin, TX 78731 
(512) 275-0013
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How should I prepare for the test?

Generally, there is no special preparation needed for this 

test. Depending upon your diagnosis, you may need to 

take antibiotics to guard against possible infection, and 

prior to the procedure you may take anti-inflammatory 

medication. To help ensure that you are not pregnant, 

the study is done between day 7 and 10 of your cycle. 

Before a HSG, please inform us if you:

• Are or might be pregnant.

• Currently have a pelvic infection (pelvic inflammatory 

disease) or a sexually transmitted disease.

• Are allergic to the iodine used in the contrast material.

Also, please tell us if you are allergic to any medications 

or have ever had a serious allergic reaction (anaphylaxis).

• Have bleeding problems or are taking blood thinning 

medications such as aspirin or warfarin (Coumadin).

What happens during the test?

Prior to the exam, a technologist will explain the exam 

thoroughly and answer any questions you may have. The 

beginning of the test is very similar to having a regular 

pelvic examination. After emptying your bladder, you 

will be asked to lie down on an exam table under a 

fluoroscope (X-ray tube) in a position similar to the one 

during a pelvic exam. The technologist or radiologist will 

then examine your uterus and place a speculum into your 

vagina. Once your cervix is cleaned, either a small tube 

will be inserted into the opening of your cervix or a small 

suction cup will be attached to your cervix, depending on 

which method is best for you.

Why is the hysterosalpingogram (HSG) 
test done?

A HSG is done to:

• Detect a blocked fallopian tube, often for women having 

difficulty becoming pregnant. Scarring of the fallopian 

tubes can block the tubes, preventing pregnancy.

• Identify problems of the uterus, such as an abnormal 

shape or structure, polyps, fibroids, adhesions or a 

foreign object in the uterus. These types of problems 

may cause painful menstrual periods or repeated 

miscarriages. 

• Determine the success of tubal ligation.

• Determine whether surgery to reverse a tubal ligation 

has been successful. 

Does a HSG enhance fertility?

Although a number of women have become pregnant 

following an HSG, its purpose is for diagnostic reasons 

only and not for therapeutic reasons. 

The uterus will be gently filled with a contrast material to 

help outline the cervical canal, uterus and fallopian tubes. 

Any abnormalities in the uterine cavity or fallopian tubes 

will be visible at this time. X-ray pictures will be taken, and 

the instruments will be removed. Frequently, side views of 

the uterus and tubes are obtained by having you change 

your position on the table. Some menstrual-like cramping 

may occur; however, after the instruments are removed 

the cramping will begin to decrease and generally will stop 

within 15 minutes. The procedure will take between 15 to 

30 minutes. You will be able to return to normal activities 

immediately after the procedure.

To schedule an appointment, please 
visit www.ausrad.com or call our scheduling 

department at (512) 453-6100.

Connie Hsu, M.D.
ARA Interventional Radiologist


